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University adds 50
classes to elevate
graduation rate
JORDAN LIFFENGREN
Staff Writer

More than 50 new
classes have been added
to SJSU’s course list this
fall, said the provost for
academic affairs at SJSU.
“Due to long waiting
lists and the desire to increase graduation rates,
more sections have been
added to bottleneck
courses in the curriculum that students must
take as prerequisites,”
said Gerry Selter, who is
also the VP for academic
affairs at SJSU.
Pat Harris, director
of media relations for
SJSU, said that for the
last few years, SJSU has
reduced the number
of students on campus
from 33,000 to 30,000.
“These new classes
are better described
as updates or changes
needed to reflect the
times and needs of our
students,” she said.
Because of the restraints on the budget,
Harris said the school
cannot accept more
than 30,000 students,
and must be very careful
to count the exact number of credits that each
one is taking.
“It’s
a
zero-sum
game,” she said. “We
cannot add without taking away.
“So maybe we take
away classes that are no
longer needed and then
we bring in new ones
to replace them. That’s
what you’re seeing —
it’s not a new influx of
cash as much as us moving around the resources
we already have.”
For example, Harris said there may have
been a class that taught
basic programming, but
now it has been changed
to advanced programming.
According to the
SJSU news website,
these courses provide
a peek into how students are responding to
changes in their social,
cultural and technologi-

cal lives, said Dennis
Jaehne, associate vice
president for undergraduate studies.
When asked if new
professors would be
needed for these classes,
Harris said it is possible,
but would be at the expense of another faculty
member.
“If we bring one person in, then we need to
take one person out,”
she said. “Or maybe we
have one professor that
will change what they’re
teaching. We’re not going to increase the number of faculty members,
we’ll just reapportion
the resources.”
Selter said several
hundred students were
able to add classes this
semester because of
open sections.
Money may be required to add new sections to classes, which
he said will have to come
out of revenues from
student fees if there is
not enough money in
the school’s budget allowance for instruction.
“It’s perfect to finally
pay for something for
our own benefit. There’s
so many people here
who are just trying to
graduate, so it’s great,”
senior accounting major
Mayra Hernandez said.
Once the spending
is annualized, it will be
determined whether or
not the budget was exceeded, Selter said.
Tammy Tran, a senior
child development major, said that although
she doesn’t think it’s
necessary for each student to pay if there is a
fee, she feels that it’s the
most reasonable thing
the school could do at
this time.
On continuing to add
classes next year, Selter
said, “It’s too early to
tell because it depends
on what the legislature
decides on our funding
— we don’t have a state
budget as you know. But
if we can, we will.”
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ISAAC THE ZOMBIE (LEFT) AND HIS COHORT, BRAINS (RIGHT) WERE BOTH FINALISTS IN THE COSTUME CONTEST DURING THE SECOND ANNUAL ZOMBIE CRAWL
ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25.
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New VP of Student Affairs
brings experience to SJSU
KRISTEN PEARSON
Managing Editor

The new vice president of student affairs,
has made a strong impression with the staff at
SJSU, according to the SJSU interim president.
“He ( Jason Laker) just got here and has
only been at one staff meeting, but he seems
like he’ll be a great fit for the university,” Don
Kassing said.
Jason Laker said he was in a similar position
at Queen’s University in Ontario, Canada before coming to SJSU.
“I am from the U.S. and it was a great opportunity to work in a new situation internationally, but I have family in the area so it was
particularly attractive to come here,” he said.
Kassing said he and Laker reached a quick
understanding of their styles and they both
have enough experience to work together in a
new situation.
“He’s done his homework about the job,”
Kassing said. “He understands the SJSU characteristics and we are glad to see him.”
Being a first-generation student himself,
Laker said he is happy to be helping students

who are as well.
First-generation students are undergraduate students whose parents never attended college, according to the 1998 Statistical Analysis
Report from the National Center for Education Statistics.
“My job includes working with students
starting from when they have an interest in the
school through their graduation,” Laker said.
Leslie La Barre, a graduate student in composition, said she just arrived on campus and
is not very familiar with Laker.
“Whatever he’s doing seems like it’s working,” she said.
Laker said he has a Bachelor of Science degree in interpersonal and public communications with a minor in broadcast journalism, a
master’s degree in community counseling and
a doctorate in the study of higher education.
“I worked at universities and took classes
while I worked,” he said.
Laker said he worked as a residence hall
director, a residence complex coordinator, an

See LAKER Page 5

Students report confusion with Desire2Learn system
AIMEE MCLENDON
Staff Writer

The new Desire2Learn online learning system replaced the Blackboard system at SJSU
during the summer semester, according to a
spokesman for the program.
The new system is used for all online classes and to give professors another option for
managing their classes, said Mark Adams, the
instruction developer for D2L.
The switch to D2L was set in motion two
semesters ago with a pilot program, and officially launched during the Summer 2010 se-

mester, Adams said.
Senior communications major Susana Barcelos, who used D2L for an online class during the summer, said there were some things
she didn’t like about D2L.
“The overall layout is completely different,
so it is a matter of adjusting to where to find
everything and how it functions,” she said.
Another issue Barcelos said she had with
D2L was that there were a few times when the
server went down with no prior notification
during a crucial deadline for an assignment.
Adams said there will be glitches with all
new technology, and said about 99 percent of

the difficulties reported were with enrollment
or usernames and passwords.
He also said the tutorials at the e-Campus
website are very helpful and that the scheduled D2L downtimes are every fourth Saturday from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Sunday.
The courses are loaded into the D2L system seven days prior to class, but students do
not have access to the account until midnight
the day before class starts, Adams said.
The driving force behind the switch to D2L
was to create a system that would be completely accessible to all students, said Adams.
Adams said out of the top five learning sys-

tems that were reviewed by a board of faculty
members, D2L was the most accessible and
appropriate for this university.
The trial-by-fire launch of D2L this summer
was met with mixed emotions, said communications studies lecturer Stephen Hinerman.
“It just isn’t a particularly a user friendly interface if you ask me,” he said.
Hinerman, who said he has had to adjust to
three online learning systems, said it looks like
something out of the late ’90s. He said it still

See DESIRE2LEARN Page 2
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Students get sweet
tooth at alumni event
REBECCA HENDERSON
Staff Writer

Students swarmed the
walkway in front of the
Event Center at the Paseo
de Cesar Chavez to enjoy
free ice cream given out by
the Alumni Association on
Thursday.
Thursday’s ice cream social was the first of many
events to kick off the Fall
2010 semester and welcome
new students, according to
the SJSU website.
“It’s a welcoming event to
introduce ourselves, letting
students know that we are
here for assistance,” said Gillian Brotherson, events and
outreach coordinator for the
Alumni Association.
As students stood in line
waiting to be served, they

had the opportunity to pick
up fliers, pins and pom poms
and engage in conversation
with alumni.
“This event helps us to
meet the new students and
build long-lasting connections,” said Christy Perry,
membership and finance
coordinator for the Alumni
Association.
Perry said the main goal
of the ice cream social was
finding a way for associated
students and alumni to stay
connected.
Senior history major Hau
Huynh said he came for the
free ice cream.
“Who doesn’t like ice
cream when it’s hot?” he
said.
With the temperature ris-

ing above 80 degrees Fahrenheit, Brotherson said free
ice cream was a good way to
attract students, faculty, and
staff.
“It’s hot and ice cream is
fun,” she said.
Freshman nursing major
Joyce Lee said she heard
about the event through email and saw fliers and wanted to check it out.
“At orientation the professors mentioned upcoming events and were very
helpful,” she said.
According to the Alumni
Association website, the association has been involved
in a variety of events on campus such as Homecoming,
Fire on the Fountain and
award receptions.

DESIRE2LEARN
From Page 1
ends up looking cluttered, even when trying
to make a simple homepage.
“You build a class homepage completely
differently, you grade discussions differently
and you set many of the conditions for the
exams differently,” he said.
Yet the professor said he thinks learning
online has plenty of advantages for the right
person. He said it not only allows students
to work around crowded schedules, families
and jobs, but that the carbon footprint savings are substantial.
The criteria for the new learning system
was that it gives greater access to students
with disabilities, Adams said.
“The D2L is better designed to work with
adaptive technologies for visually and hearing-impaired students,” Adams said.
He said he understands the frustrations
of glitches with the new system because he
earned his master’s degree entirely online
from George Washington University.
When glitches do happen, Adams said the
first office students should contact is the university help desk.
He said the help desk is only equipped
to deal with username and password issues,
and it is the place students must submit a
ticket that explains the problem, which gets
forwarded to Adams.

But Kejul Patel, who works at the help
desk, said he thinks this is where some of the
disconnect happens.
“We do get students who are a little mad
and frustrated,” said Patel, a graduate student in electrical engineering.
Patel said he is not totally familiar with
all the components of D2L, and that he can
help with usernames and password resets,
but from there he takes down information
for a ticket and passes it on.
Adams said the reason for that is that D2L
hosts the learning system and SJSU staff are
the managers, but they don’t hold all the
power to the servers.
That is one thing Barcelos said is frustrating for her.
She said she wants to get the most out of
her classes, especially given the amount of
money she pays for them.
“Considering we are in the heart of Silicon Valley, we should have state-of-the-art
online systems that are ready when school
starts,” Barcelos said.
She said she likes the flexibility and accessibility of online classes, and has high expectations for the D2L system.
“The online learning system should be
opened up for student access sooner than
the first day, especially for students new to
the system,” Barcelos said. “Online students
expect 24/7 access, with advance notice of
scheduled downtime and quick resolution
on the rare occasion that it does happen.”

D2L has a monthly maintenance schedule. Every fourth
Saturday from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. Sunday D2L will not be
available due to planned maintenance. Course activities
and due dates should not be scheduled during this time.
Student usernames can be found on mySJSU. The initial
D2L password is the 9-digit SJSU student ID.
Students having trouble with their D2L accounts can look
at the tutorial pdfs at www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/students/
for help.

KELLY DE LEON-LOPEZ, STAFF AT THE STUDENT INVOLVEMENT OFFICE, AND
AMANDA FRANK, STAFF AT THE HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE AND 2005
ALUMNA, GET ICE CREAM FROM ALLEN GARREN, STAFF AT SPARTAN CATERING, AT THE 7TH STREET PLAZA THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 2010

Engineering department receives
high accolades in nationwide poll
CALLI PEREZ

year graduation rate with the Success Center.”
Mitchell Sullivan, a senior engineering student at a college in San Diego, said he was visSJSU’s engineering program started off the iting an SJSU student for the weekend and was
new school year as one of the top 20 engineering “blown away” by the engineering program.
programs in the nation, according an associate
“If I had the same amount of advisors at my
dean of the College of Engineering.
school, I may have graduated by now,” he said.
“There could be many factors,” said Ahmed “With so many areas to choose from, I myself
Hambaba. “I say we should be more than top 20. have jumped around to see what I really enjoy
It is really because students are really more hands and that has set me back toward graduation.”
on with things here. When they go to companies
Hambaba said students have many different
they really are ready to start
focuses to choose from in the
working and designing things.”
engineering program.
According an SJSU news re“We have software engilease, the College of Engineerneering, we have mechanical,
ing was ranked seventh among
aerospace, we have civil ennational public engineering
gineering, we have chemical,
You have to
programs.
material, we have biomedical,
look at yourHambaba said the engiwe have all kinds of areas,” he
neering program’s success is a
said. “It is good to start selectself and ask
combination of students and
ing your major first or second
what do you
support from faculty, advisers
year because that way you realand industry, but also said that
ly start focusing on your area.”
want to do.
staying in the top 20 can be
Hambaba said incoming
Usually it is
challenging at times.
freshmen can get lost while
inside and
“Engineering changes with
trying to figure out what they
technology.” Hambaba said. “It
are most passionate about in
you have to
is important for us to keep up
engineering.
discover that.
with technology because in en“My advice is to focus, to
gineering there are fundamenbe open-minded and also to
tals that change when it comes
study hard and talk to profesAHMED HAMBABA
to design, elective and project.
sors,” Hambaba said. “When
Associate Dean
“Usually it changes every
you talk to professors, you will
College of Engineering
five years or so. For example,
start knowing more what is
look at the Internet, look at
your passion.
Google, look at the Web en“You have to look at yourgine. You can see we really
self and ask what do you want
have to keep track and make
to do. Usually it is inside and
sure that we have the skills and
you have to discover that.
knowledge in place to really be
Once you know your passion,
competitive.”
you will arrive there. You get your passion by
Both Hambaba and Dean of Engineering talking to your peers, talking to faculty, talking
Belle Wei said much of the program’s success to industry.”
stems from the Engineering Student Success
Dean of Engineering Wei said there will be a
Center that opened a few years ago.
new student welcoming career fair this weekend.
“It helps that we have many counselors be“We are here to help them to succeed and
cause sometimes students are lost in the paper- welcome them to shape a better future,” she said.
work and on the path to graduate,” Hambaba “For budding, inspiring engineers, the Silicon
said. “We are trying to really improve our six- Valley is the place to be.”
Staff Writer
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Charlene Archibeque
returns to SJSU choir
after four years
CALLI PEREZ

over the world — one of her favorite
music halls is in Modena, Italy.
She said she loves different cultures
This fall, SJSU w ill be welcoming and languages and how they correlate
back a former choral director as the w ith music.
new acting director of choral activ i“Listening to music ever y day is just
ties.
so impor tant,” Archibeque said. “It is
Charlene Archibeque said she has ever y thing to me to make beautif ul
been retired from
sounds w ith your voice.
her position for four
This countr y would do a
years. Prior to her
whole lot better if people
retirement, she said
sang more. I want stushe helped the SJSU
dents to come and take
Choir, once called
f ull advantage of all the
It is everythe “Choraliers,” w in
great music classes SJSU
thing to me
seven internationalhas to offer.”
choral competitions.
According to SJSU stuto make
Archibeque said
dents Nick Liberatore
beautiful
she is back and ready
and Amanda Michaelson,
sounds with
for a year w ith SJchoir is not the only muSU ’s new ly named
sic depar tment facing
your voice.
“Chamber Singers,”
change this semester.
This counwhich she said w ill
Liberatore and Mibe her busiest year
chaelson said the music
try would
yet.
depar tment w ill be bringdo a whole
“ W hen I taught
ing in new directors to
here four years ago
other depar tments as well
lot better if
I was FERPing ,” said
this year.
people sang
Archibeque. “I used
A director is ver y immore.
to only have class
por tant to any music prot wo days a week .”
gram said Annalise ManAccording to Arno, a senior hospitality,
CHARLENE ARCHIBEQUE
chibeque,
FERP
recreation and tourism
Acting Director of Choral
stands for “Faculty
management major.
Activities
Early
Retirement
“I have been singing in
Program.”
the gospel choir all four
This year, Archiyears of school now bebeque said she w ill
cause we have a great dibe teaching three
rector w ho makes singing
classes, four days a week . She said her in the choir f un but also challenging ,”
schedule is a change after four years of she said.
retirement, but she is ready for it.
According to Archibeque, SJSU also
Besides being a teacher, Archibeque offers Listening Hour, which is a free
said she is a conductor and a music fa- concer t on Tuesday and Thursday afnatic.
ternoons in the Music Building.
“Music is my passion,” she said.
She also said the choir w ill have t wo
According to the SJSU Music De- debut concer ts in October that stupar tment website, Archibeque’s many dents are welcome to attend.
awards in the f ield show that SJSU ’s
“It does not matter w hat students
choir is in good hands.
wear,” Archibeque said. “Just come
Archibeque said she has spent time and enjoy some music. Sit dow n, maycomposing in different music halls all be learn something.”
Staff Writer
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THIS DAY
IN HISTORY

ON AUGUST 30, 1985
THE SPARTAN DAILY REPORTED THAT ...
Occupational therapy students and instructors did some first-day-of-class
group exercises on the lawn behind the occupational therapy building for
fun (above).
•

Dorm costs increased approximately 9 percent. A double room and 19
meals per week cost $3,324 on a yearly basis.

•

Rush week was postponed because of schedule changes on campus.

CHARLENE ARCHIBEQUE, ACTING DIRECTOR FOR CHORAL ACTIVITIES, GIVES
DIRECTIONS DURING CHOIR AUDITIONS ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 26.
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BY: AMARIS DOMINGUEZ

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT NO LONGER
HAVING FURLOUGH DAYS?
AJAY
FAY

Senior
Photography

JAN MARVIN
TANDINCO

Junior
Graphic Design

TRINH
NGO

Junior
Mathematics

It sucks that they
are gone. There
goes my days
off to go to the
beach or to go
shopping. I was
looking forward
to a couple of
those this
semester, but at
least we’re getting
more education.

No more
furlough days
makes me mad
because that was
my sleep time.
Furlough days
was a good time
to catch up on
my sleep and to
catch up on art
time in the
studio.

I didn’t like
furloughs in
general. Not
having them
beneﬁts the
school overall and
not just moneywise. Having the
furlough days
made me
appreciate class
time. Now I can
devote more time
to my classes.

LAKER
From Page 1
assistant director of resident fascinating.
life, a director of business pro“A job like this has endless
grams and workforce develop- diversity,” he said. “If the job is
ment, a dean of campus life done well, it makes things go
and a vice president of student better for students.”
affairs at various universities.
Laker said he doesn’t like to
At SJSU, Laker said he is in see people being hurt by varicharge of counseling as a part ous things, but he likes that he
of his job.
is able to help
Undeclared
with it.
freshman Amy
“A n o t h e r
Doan said she
problem
is
thinks the uniwhen
the
Whatever
versity needs
funding
to
he’s doing
more counselthe university
seems like
ors.
goes up, the
“During oricost goes up
it’s working.
entation there
faster,” Laker
was one counsaid.
LESLIE LA BARRE
selor for our
Laker said
Composition graduate
group of 50
getting
innew freshmen,”
volved in camstudent
she said. “I had
pus governa lot of quesment while he
tions, but she
was a student
was busy runat
Central
ning around.
Michigan UniThey should have at least two versity started his interest in a
counselors for a group that job on campus.
size.”
“I was in a fraternity, peer
Kassing said Laker is start- health ed. and eventually ran
ing out at SJSU by laying out for city council in Michigan,”
the agenda for the year.
Laker said.
Laker said he finds the job

“

JEANETTE
MCKILLOP

I’m glad that
furloughs are over
and that teachers
are being paid.
I’m glad we’re
getting the
education that we
paid for.

THOMAS
PETERS

Senior
Animation

Senior
Music

MICHELLE
IBARRA

TRANG
NGO

I think it’s
better that we
don’t have
furlough days
because the
teachers don’t
have to take days
off. Having more
class time is
better.

Freshman
Nursing

Print shop
moves to
Hoover Hall
DANREB VICTORIO

I felt the furlough
days would inconvenience my
commute somedays. I commute
from Hayward
so sometimes all
but one of my
classes would be
furloughed and I’d
commute just for
one class. It was
a huge inconvenience.

I feel that my
money is more
well spent now
that there are no
furlough days. I
feel that the
government is
ﬁnally doing
something right
for our education.

Freshman
Biology

Parking
Made Easy

Staff Writer

The Associated Students Print Shop Copy Center,
once located behind the old Cafeteria building, has
been moved to Hoover Hall because of the construction of the new Student Union.
Senior nursing major Brian Pe Benito said he recently went to the old location to print some greensheets.
“Then I saw the ‘We have moved’ sign,” he said.
Students are not the only ones finding this change
to be troublesome, said Paul Lee, the manager of the
A.S. Print Shop Copy Center.
Lee said he thought the former location was comfortable, spacious and visible.
“I’ve worked at the A.S. Print Shop for quite a
while,” senior animation/illustration major Kristina
Wayte said. “It’s always been convenient for me because all my classes are in the Art Building. Now I
have to walk quite a bit to get to this location.”
Troy Rabanal, a junior radio, television and film
major, said he frequents the Student Union services.
Lee said he knew about the move for a while.
“We’re just trying to get back on our feet,” said
Wayte. “You can bet we’ll be ready once the semester
has begun.”
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Overtime goal beats Spartans
DANIEL HERBERHOLZ

JUNOR MIDFIELDER SHANELLE FURNER BEATS
HORNET VICTORIA RAMIREZ FOR THE HEADER
DURING THE FIRST HALF OF A 2-1 SPARTAN LOSS.

Hornet forward Leah Larot Ingram called the first half
tried to bang it in down the of the game frustrating.
middle.
“We need to learn how
“We did
to keep playpoorly in the
ing through
first half,”
it,” said the
head coach
2009 WestLeightman
ern Athletic
said. “But in
Co n f e ren ce
It helped us
the second
Defender of
come back
half there
the Year.
and fight
was a comThe Horplete turnnets
took six
harder.
around.”
corner kicks
It pumped us
He said
in the first
the game
half,
comup, and kept
was a tale of
pared to one
us going.
two teams.
in the second.
“We just
Meanw h i l e,
MEGAN MOLINA
didn’t match
the Spartans
freshman midfielder
(Sac State’s)
took
one
intensity,” he
shot in the
said about
first half and
the Spar10 in the sectans’ inabilond half.
ity to come
“We played
through in the first half.
so well in the second half,”
However, he said the Leightman said. “I was proud
team changed tactically of our team.”
entering the second stanza.
The play of junior midJunior defender Jessica fielder Michelle Haughey

“

“

A penalty kick by Sacramento State’s Laura Bahno
from 35 yards out sailed
over the head of SJSU
goalie Meghan Maiwald
and into the net during the
second overtime of SJSU
women’s soccer home
opener Friday, winning the
game for the Hornets.
“A high ball coming at
an angle over the goalkeepers head in women’s soccer
is the hardest goal to save,”
said SJSU head coach Jeff
Leightman. “That ball
moves, it really does.”
Bahno’s score came in
the 107-minute marker, a
full hour of playing time
after the game-tying goal
by Spartan midfielder Megan Molina.
The SJSU freshman tallied the first goal of her
collegiate career by striking the ball from the top of
the goalie box off of a Spartan header.
“It felt really good,”
Molina said. “It helped us
come back and fight harder.
It pumped us up, and kept
us going.”
Her score was also the
first by a Spartan off the
bench this season.
“She really knows how
to knife through those
players,” Leightman said of
Molina.
SJSU spotted up for 13
shots in the game, six by
junior midfielder Lauren
Sanchez. Two of Sanchez’s
tries were on target, as
were three others by the
Spartans.
The Hornets kicked 8 on
goal of 14 shots overall.
One of Sac State’s ontarget goals went into the
net but was called back.
Following a penalty kick
from the half line and a subsequent Hornets header
down the middle, the ball
flew past Spartan goalie
Meghan Maiwald. However,
the score was negated by an
offsides violation.
In the 35th minute, Hornet forward Elece McBride
netted the first goal of the
game from outside the post.
Sac State midfielder Victoria Ramirez shot the ball,
but it was defended by a
Spartan near the left goalpost. The ball was then rebounded by McBride into
the upper left corner of the
net.
All of the scores in the
game were unassisted. In
the last play of the first half,

PHOTO: CLIFFORD GRODIN | SPARTAN DAILY

Sports Editor

was an example of the change
of halves. Halfway through
the first half, a Hornet
crashed into Haughey near
the left sideline. Soon after,
she hobbled off the field.
“Michelle has been
nursing an injury,” Leightman said. “She reinjured it,
that’s why she wasn’t out
for too long. She iced up
and was able to go back out
in the second half.”
Haughey re-entered the
game seven minutes into
the second stanza. Four
minutes later, she loosed
a shot on the Hornet goal,
which was defended by
Sac State goalie Savannah
Abercrombie, who had four
in the game.
Maiwald saved five shots,
including two in overtime.
The loss was the third in
a row to start the season.
“Sunday was a heartbreaker,” Leightman said
of their loss against Santa
Clara. He said the team
“deserved” to break the losing streak with their play
on Friday.
“We have had the same
results the past three
games,” Ingram said. “We
would like to change that
sooner rather than later.”
Leightman said sooner.
“Cal Poly is a really good
team,” he said. “We will have
to ... start the game better.”
Molina agreed.
“We have to come back
from it, learn from it, and
never let it happen again,”
she said.
Kelsey Lynne LesterPerry contributed to this
story.

Men’s soccer
opens season with
late-game heroics
KENNY MARTIN
Staff Writer

The SJSU men’s soccer
team won its exhibition
game against UC Santa Cruz
2-1 on Wednesday night at
Spartan Stadium.
The Spartans trailed early
in the game when Matt Fondy, a forward for the Banana
Slugs, kicked a penalty shot
into the goal at the 25-minute mark in the first half.
The Spartans regrouped
after half-time when midfielder Josh Boemecke
scored the first of two goals
for SJSU at the 49-minute
mark in the second half.
“As a striker, it’s nice to
get off on a good foot,” Boemecke said. “To get an early goal in the season, even
though it was only a friendly
match, it feels good.”
With the final two minutes approaching, SJSU’s
Richard Wimsatt shot from
the top of the box into the
upper left corner with an
assist by midfielder Robert
Jackson and struck in the
game-ending goal.
Players on the offense
weren’t the only ones to
make big plays. Spartan
goalies Doug Highton and
Jonathan Lester made key
saves against the Banana
Slugs to keep the game
close.
Although SJSU emerged
victorious, head coach
Gary St. Clair said he felt
the team was capable of a

lot more than what was on
display Wednesday night.
“I expect a lot more than I
saw tonight,” he said. “We’ve
been together six days and
it showed throughout every
facet of the game.”
St. Clair said he wants to
see a lot more consistency
from the players.
“I expect the team to play
better as a team on both
sides of the ball,” he said.
Midfielder Nick Murphy
said he thought the players
did well but not their best.
“It was a test,” he said.
“We weren’t really expecting
it to be quite so difficult but
they were a strong team and
we have a lot to work on.”
Murphy said the team has
new faces and new talent,
and he is optimistic about
the upcoming season.
“We have a good team,”
he said. “We’re in a strong
conference but I know from
last season about what the
competition will be like, so
I think this year is going to
be good.”
Boemecke
said
he
thought the team did not
play particularly well.
“I know we do have a
good group of players and
we do have a lot of depth,”
he said. “We just have to
work out a few kinks before
we get going and just expect
a better performance next
time.”
SJSU plays at 7 p.m.
Wednesday against UC Riverside at Spartan Stadium.

AGREES
EVERYTHING IS SO LAST SEMESTER.
SO GO AHEAD AND TRADE IT IN.

BRING YOUR ELIGIBLE WORKING ELECTRONICS

INTO THE SHACK AND GET A GIFT CARD.*
PHOTOS: CLIFFORD GRODIN | SPARTAN DAILY

With our Trade & Save program, you can get
the best for less! All you have to do is bring in
your eligible electronics and The Shack will
give you a gift card for the appraised value. It’s
the best way to get the newest gear for less.

Visit your nearest RadioShack:
779 Story Road
San Jose, (408) 971-4865
N100013-3ABS

(TOP) HORNET GOALSCORER LAURA BAHNO TURNS THE BALL AWAY FROM
SENIOR FORWARD KATIE KNOPP. (BOTTOM) FRESHMAN MIDFIELDER MEGAN
MOLINA SPLITS HORNETS DEFENDERS JORDAN CARLBERG (3) AND ERIN
TARANTINO (6) FOR THE FIRST GOAL OF HER COLLEGIATE CAREER.

*Value will be given on a RadioShack Gift Card. Products must be in working condition and able to “power on” in order to be appraised. Appraisal
is offered at the sole discretion of The Shack Trade & Save Program and is based on the device’s condition, applicable processing fees and trade
in of any included chargers, cables or other accessories. All exchanges are ﬁnal. Trade-in program not available where prohibited by local law.
See participating stores for details.

A&E

Monday, August 30, 2010

KELSEY LYNNE
Staff Writer

Downtown San Jose was alive with the
living dead Wednesday during the second
annual Zombie Crawl, hosted by Zombie-oRama and the San Jose Downtown Association.
The event began at SLG Publishing Art
Boutiki and Comic Art Gallery around
noon, where guests were asked by president
Dan Vado to bring donations of canned food
for Second Harvest Food Bank.
Participants could also have professional
make-up artists apply zombie-style makeup
for a small fee.
From there, hundreds of costumed hor-

passes were on
the line.
" Vu l g a i r e , "
a
blooddrenched Japanese
geisha,
was the first to
win the tickets
after the crowd
applauded her
to victory.
The
selfproclaimed "ultimate zombie"
was the second
to score tickets.
Finally,
the modestly
THE SELF-PROCLAIMED “ULTIMATE ZOMBIE” MADE AN UNnamed
and
VOLOREM
ET, SI ET ADIPSUM
DIPISMODOLOR
ALIDEAD APPEARANCE
DURINGMOLOREM
THE ZOMBIE
CRAWL’S MACABRE
crowd pleasing
QUAT
LUMMY
CONSED
FESTIVITIES
INNONULLANDIO
DOWNTOWN SAN
JOSE. TINCIDUIS ADIONSED
"Isaac the zomEA FEUIS NIM EX ET AD EUGIATETUMMY NIS DOLOBORPERO
bie," whose real
name is Isaac
Spectators were asked to move back due to
Jones,
rethe acrobatic nature of the performance.
ceived his prize.
Junior accounting major Sergio Ruiz, who
Jones' costume consisted of a bloody
rubber head protruding from his abdo- wasn't involved in the zombie crawl but atmen, a mask that made it seem as if half of tends as many free Starlight movie showings
his face was falling off, torn and tattered as he can during the summer, said the cosblue jeans, a huge amount of fake blood, tumes were his favorite part of the evening.
"They put on a good show," Ruiz said. "I
and to top it all off — a pair of heelies
shoes that allowed him to roll around in like to see the work people put into their
costumes and how elaborate they get."
true zombie fashion.
A zombie-inspired fashion show made
All of his makeup and prosthetics were
applied with liquid latex and "spirit gum," limping in high heeled shoes seem normal,
even trendy.
Jones said.
Rockabilly pin-up girls, renaissance
"It happened all at once," Jones said
about the costume contest announcer maidens, and the gothic undead worked the
runway wearing five-and-a-half inch stiletasking him to join the competition.
"The costumes that the other zom- tos.
A white trash couple complete with a
bies were wearing were really good. I
didn't know how I would do in compari- pregnant wife wearing a rosary and her husband, who was sporting a beer and bloodson."
Jones said he isn't new to the world of stained tank top, also made an appearance.
In conjunction with the preexisting Stardress up, he has done costume play, or
light free movie screening, the final event
cosplay, for eight years.
He attended his first crawl in Chicago, for the evening featured the movie "Zomwhere he lived until he moved to San Jose bieland."
"Shaun of the Dead" was featured during
last year.
ScreamWorks and A Touch of Death the 2009 crawl.
Sophomore psychology major Cory
jewelry took the stage next with their portrayal of the "Conover Mystery Ranch" Short didn't have to attend last year's event
to be inspired by the movie.
tale.
He came dressed as Shaun during his
One by one, costumed zombie clowns,
lumberjacks, butchers, and doctors first-ever zombie crawl.
showed off their wardrobe while shriek"It's very alive," Short said. "I'm surprised
ing and stumbling toward the audience. they got this many people."
PHOTO: JUSTIN ALBERT | SPARTAN DAILY
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ror fans feigned broken limbs and moaned at
passersby while on their trek from the aptly
named Gore Park to Santa Clara Street, and
back again around 5 pm.
Some of the participants ended up at
"zombie-friendly places" like Brix Nightclub
and The Caravan, where drink specials were
being served to the brain eaters.
A map of these establishments along with
a route for the actual crawl could be found at
the Zombie-o-Rama website.
John Guy of Huntington Beach, who was
in San Jose on business, said he spent most
of his evening drinking at Brix nightclub.
"Zombie crawl is a collection of people
who think Halloween does not occur often
enough," he said.
Most attendees who weren't drinking
blood juice until last call made their way
back to the family-friendly festivities at
Gore Park.
The entertainment began with a costume
contest where three sets of Great America
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THE FINALISTS OF THE COSTUME CONTEST DURING THE SECOND ANNUAL ZOMBIE
CRAWL ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25 INCLUDED (FROM LEFT TO RIGHT) SHADOW,
THE ULTIMATE ZOMBIE, ISAAC THE ZOMBIE AND VULGAIRE.

FOURTH STREET

DRINK
OF THE WEEK
Staff Writer

“

I could see
the specks of
strawberry
seeds and
chunks of
strawberry
floating
around inside the red
drink — it
looked
delicious.

anything with strawberries,
so I thought I’d go for it.
The ingredients used
were Bulleit bourbon, or-

was alcohol in the drink,
but the strawberries were
sweet and flavorful.
I think I just had to get
used to the bourbon and
learn to appreciate the
taste.
I nursed the drink for
about an hour, but by the
end of it, most of the ice had
melted and I was left gulping a watery syrup drink.
Next time I’ll ask for less,
or even no ice, which would
probably be better considering the fact that I’ll be
able to enjoy the strawberry
chunks without the ice getting in the way.
I tipped the bartender
a couple of dollars and
headed to the lounge area
to meet up with some more
people.
All in all, it was a pretty
good experience. The people were a bit pretentious,
but I think that just comes
with the territory.
At least I know what to
order next time I attempt to
be cool in the city.

Park for Less, Shuttle for Free.
The Downtown Area Shuttle (DASH)
stops on Fourth Street, at San Fernando and
at Paseo de San Antonio, connecting San Jose
State University to:
s 3AN *OSE Diridon Station
s 64! ,IGHT 2AIL AND &REE 0ARK  2IDE LOTS
s 0LENTY OF AFFORDABLE DOWNTOWN PARKING
s $OWNTOWN SHOPPING DINING AND MORE
DASH RUNS IN   MINUTE HEADWAYS FROM
 AM UNTIL  PM -ONDAY THROUGH
&RIDAY EXCEPT ON MAJOR HOLIDAYS
For your DASH SCHEDULE
(408) 321-2300
vta.org
&OR YOUR INTERACTIVE DOWNTOWN PARKING MAP
sjdowntownparking.com

10/02-7170

SAN JOSE DIRIDON STATION/ALMADEN BLVD

SAN CARLOS STREET

For the Spartan who enjoys a night in the city every other weekend or so, I
recommend a visit to the W
Hotel on Third and Howard
Streets in San Francisco.
Upon entering the W, the
bar is the first thing you’ll
see. To the right are nooks
for lounging and there’s a
room across the way for enjoying a tasty meal with a
glass of wine.
Quite romantic, seeing as
the scenery was complete
with a huge fireplace, minus
the bearskin rug.
It was dimly lit inside,
with candles providing the
aesthetic appeal.
I approached the bar with
a couple of friends, excited
to see what concoctions
they served at the swanky
hotel.
When I opened the menu,
I was a bit heartbroken because the average price of
drinks was $15. I’m used to
the broke-college-studentgoes-to-happy-hour-atFlames deal, so I was a bit
taken aback.
But, I figured I’m not
always in the city, so why
not?

I scanned the menu until my eyes came across a
drink called a “Strawberry
Revolver” for $13. I love

“

JORDAN LIFFENGREN

ganic fresh strawberries
and a thyme-infused simple
syrup.
It was like a smoothie —
but instead of yogurt, they
used whiskey — no, not really, but that’s what I told
myself.
I had never tried whiskey
before, so I was a bit apprehensive.
The
bartender
was
speedy with our orders,
but when the drinks
came, I thought the size
of the glass was a bit small
for the price I paid.
I could see the specks
of strawberry seeds and
chunks of strawberry
floating around inside
the red drink — it looked
delicious.
He gave me two little
stirrers and a lot of ice.
I took a sip and sat
there for a minute trying to decide if I liked it.
The first taste was a bit
strong, and I thought he
had put too much alcohol in it.
I could sense a bitter
aftertaste. It was very
faint, but still noticeable.
“How is it?” the bartender asked.
“A bit strong,” I said.
“Did I put too much
alcohol in it?” he
asked.
“No, it’s okay, maybe
I need a little strong in
my life,” I said.
I took another two sips
and realized it was actually a really nice blend. You
could still tell that there

SAN FERNANDO STREET

Shot through the heart
Dash
to
Class
with a “Strawberry Revolver”
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Waste not, want not

Writing with the boys

Spending
It’s really just trash time to doodle on
seven years
whatever paper I have lying around, which
in college
is usually the greensheet.
has put me
I’ll admit, I listen when the professor
in the positalks about extra credit, but that’s about
tion of wonall the teacher has my attention for, espedering why
cially if the class has nothing to do with my
students
major or for that matter, anything I’ve ever
bother gostudied.
ing to the
What student in any general education
first week of
class actually pays attention on the first
classes.
day?
KRISTEN PEARSON
As I write
Even if the greensheet is not the only
Pearson’s Ponderings
this,
I’m
thing the teacher is going over, the lecture
sitting in a
is bound to be review of something you
class, listenlearned in fifth grade.
ing to the professor drone about a greensheet
And yet, although you do nothing on the
I’ve seen at least 50 times in other classes.
first day, the entire point of going is so that
You’d think students at SJSU would have you can make sure that the teacher knows
memorized classroom protocols and univer- you’re there and he/she won’t kick you out of
sity policies by the second time they hear the class for some schmuck who didn’t registhem.
ter when the registration period began.
What a waste of time.
Also, since when did teachers stop printNow, if the teacher had
ing out greensheets for
taught us how to enter Detheir students?
sire2Learn, it might not have
What student actually
been a waste.
brings a laptop on the first
I still have no idea how to
day?
What
enter that crazy new website
Some professors expect
and I’m supposed to have read
students
to have their lapstudent in any
something by now.
tops and then even though
general
The first day of class is truly
students don’t, the profesa waste of my money and my
sors insist on explaining
education
time.
how to get to the greenclass actually
Do I honestly need to walk
sheet online.
over to a building from my job
In my case, I could end
pays attention
for a 20-minute class that’s acup
spending half the seon the first
tually supposed to be an hour
mester wondering what is
day?
and 15 minutes long?
due and when, because I
No.
have no idea how to get to
Yet again this semester I’ve
the schedule.
learned what plagiarism is,
Let it be known that I
three times in one week.
am not Internet or comReally, if the teachers want
puter savvy, and may
to waste a day of my time, I’d much rather never know how to get to a teacher’s website
they waste the time while I’m studying for through the SJSU website.
finals.
Please, by all means, print out the greenTeachers, please use the class time to give sheet, don’t read it — college students can
your first lecture and save the day off for the read — and get on with the class.
end of the semester.
“Pearson’s Ponderings” is a weekly column
Let us go free earlier.
I can’t spend my time doing my home- appearing on Mondays.
Kristen Pearson is the Spartan Daily
work during the greensheet reading, because
Managing Editor.
I don’t have any.

I’ve always enjoyed writing. think she’s
and after I
It is something that comes fairly going?”
improve my
easy to me and I’m told that I’m
What I’ve
knowledge,
good at it.
come to disI will take
When the suggestion came cover in my
on basketaround that my college major short time
ball as well.
should be journalism instead as a journalI know
of English like I had originally ist is that,
it’s imporplanned, it took a while for me because I’m
tant to be
to get used to the idea.
a girl, when
well-roundHistorically, the world of it
comes
ed, and so
journalism was dominated by to sports I
my list of
MELISSA SABILE
men. It wasn’t until recently have to do
athletics will
The Real Deal
that women started being more everything I
continue to
active in the newsroom.
can to prove
grow until
In addition to writing, I’ve that I’m betI know as
always had a passion for sports ter, just to be thought of as an much as I can about any sport
as well. I’m a natural athlete and equal.
you can throw in my direction.
I harbor a ridiculous competiI work extra hard to ensure
Golf and tennis, bring it on.
tive streak that always seems that my efforts are taken seriIn a perfect world, what
to come out in every game I ously and to show that I’m not should matter is a person’s atparticipate.
just out there to flash a pretty titude toward the job — never
After deciding to venture into smile.
a person’s gender, but rather on
the world
the ability to
of journalget the job
ism, I played
done.
around with
Ultimatethe
idea
ly, what it
Sports may be a
of becomcomes down
ing a sports
to is not who
man’s world, but I can
journalist.
is doing the
still conquer it.
My initial
work, but
thought was,
the quality of
when you’re
work being
passionate
done.
about one
Sports
thing in life, given the opporSure, with my familiarity of journalism shouldn’t be a battle
tunity, shouldn’t you combine gymnastics, diving and cheer- of the sexes. It should be teamit with another aspect of your leading, I could probably write work between men and women
life that you are also passionate a book on each one, but part of alike who have the same passion
about?
the experience of becoming a and drive for the game.
It certainly sounded like a good sportswriter is developing
For other people to take me
good idea at the time.
the ability to be conversant in seriously, I must first take myHowever, the world of sports all sports.
self seriously, and that means
was another job market that was
I am constantly watching stepping up my game and divpreviously dominated by men. football and baseball and doing ing headfirst into a man’s world.
To this day, you still don’t see what I can to better understand
Sports may be a man’s world,
many women in the field.
the rules of each game and learn but I can still conquer it.
I’ve noticed that I always get the jargon that comes with
“The Real Deal” is a weekthe same look when I make my different sports.
way down to the field to conduct
Though soccer is still a bit ly column appearing on
interviews after a game. The foreign to me, I am taking the Mondays.
Melissa Sabile is a Spartan
look always seems to say, “Who necessary steps to become
is this girl and where does she more acquainted with the game Daily Sports Editor.

“

“

“

“
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Fight for topless equality
Is a topless woman really more demands “their fundamental right
indecent than a topless man?
to be topless be acknowledged
If I’m going to be forced to spend where men already enjoy that right
my Saturday afternoon staring at a according to the 14th Amendment
pale, obese, shirtless dude chowing of the Constitution.”
down on a hot link at the park, I had
Twenty-three-year-old San Franbetter be able to do the same.
cisco resident Angela Oliver said,
But there are
“We should be able
more substanto do everything that
tial reasons as
men can, and I like
to why women
my boobs and I like
should be albeing naked, so here
lowed to go
I am. I don’t feel like
... is anytopless, accordI’m being sexual right
one really
ing to the parnow by being topticipants at the
less. It’s completely
going to
National Gonatural.”
complain that
Topless Protest
The problem is
a woman isn’t
on Aug. 22 in
differentiating beSan Francisco.
tween what is sexual
wearing a
The event
and what is natural,
shirt?
was organized
because most people
by GoTopless.
are offended by the
org to show that
sight of a woman’s
women have
bare chest in public.
just as much of
I assume this is
a constitutional
because a woman’s
right to be barebreasts actually serve
chested in public places as men do. a physical purpose, whereas a man’s
The group feels that denying does not — they’re just there.
women the right to be shirtless is
Since breasts are considered
a “gross inequality in the law” and reproductive organs, some con-

“

JORDAN LIFFENGREN
Staff Writer

servative people are likely to
be against the idea of topless
women.
Anything that can be considered
faintly sexual will put someone on
edge and create an issue, regardless
of intention.
It just doesn’t seem fair that on
a hot summer day, a man can simply take his shirt off and enjoy a few
rays of sun, while his female counterpart must glare at him enviously,
sweating like a pig.
The only downside of a woman
going topless, from a woman’s point
of view, would be the fact that she

can’t really do any physical activity
that’s too crazy because, well, let’s just
say it would really hurt if she wasn’t
wearing a bra and decided to run a
marathon.
But is anyone really going to
complain that a woman isn’t wearing a shirt? Really?
How can people think that Crocs
are an acceptable fashion, but barechested women aren’t? I don’t know
if this is the type of society I want to
live in anymore.
There are countless cultures different from our own that have never
thought twice about topless women
— they see it as something natural
and normal.
Then again, there are cultures
that consider many practices normal, like eating human fetuses as
delicacies, so I guess that argument doesn’t really hold its own
weight.
Anyway, the issue seems like
just another stepping stone for
complete equality between the
genders.
But if women want complete
equality on things like going topless, they must be ready to do everything that men do.

Women should be willing to
participate in the draft if they want
to take their shirts off, because it
would be selfish to demand equality only in certain areas.
As long as it is physically possible
for a woman to do something, it
should be legal if a man can do it, too.
The root of so many issues right
now is plain narrow-mindedness.
Just because someone has a different opinion from your own doesn’t
mean you have to agree with her or
him. You can simply hear the other
person out and engage in a discussion as opposed to an argument.
Times are changing and so are
attitudes toward subjects that were
once taboo — I think it’s time for
people to stop being uptight, and
start being respectful toward others’ personal choices.
If a woman wants to be topless, it
might not be because she is promiscuous or outrageous, but because
she wants to feel empowered, or
better yet, comfortable.
And if it’s chill for my middleaged neighbor with a hunchback
to rake the leaves in nothing but a
Speedo, I reserve the right to prance
around shirtless.

“

Addictive ‘Lineage’ Civil vs patient rights
Forgetting to shower
and eat and neglecting my
promises and chores have
been faults of mine over
the course of my four-anda-half year stay in the online game World of Warcraft, but never have I held
the game directly responsible for my actions.
That’s what
Craig
Smallwood is doing. He
is suing NCsoft, makers of
the online game Lineage
II, because he was “unable
to function independently
in usual daily activities such
as getting up, getting dressed,
bathing or communicating
with family and friends.”
Smallwood claimed that
between the years of 2004
and 2009, he logged more
than 20,000 hours of gameplay time and he wanted
that time back, going on to
say that he would not have
started playing the game if
he knew it would be so addictive.
His main beef with the
game is his claim that NCsoft “acted negligently in
failing to warn or instruct or
adequately warn or instruct
plaintiff and other players of
Lineage II of its dangerous
and defective characteristics,
and of the safe and proper
method of using the game.”

LEONARD LAI
Senior Staff Writer

In World of Warcraft,
warnings and messages
would periodically pop up to
let me know that there was a
world outside of Warcraft to
explore. Thanks, Warcraft,
for the subtle hint, because
I would have never figured
that out whenever I got out
of my chair.
I’ve experienced many of
the same “symptoms” Smallwood has, but the reality is
that there is indeed a world
beyond what we see on our
computer monitors.
The game did its job, telling
him what to do in the game
and guiding him through the
features of that world, and
that should be the extent of
the game’s responsibility.
I don’t believe a game
should be responsible for re-
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minding players to breathe,
eat, sleep, live their lives
and call their moms on their
birthdays.
In the span of five years it
seems Smallwood had forgotten what it means to be
human. When he figured out
a way to contact the outside
world for help, he contacted
a lawyer so that he might bite
the hand that fed him for the
last 20,000 hours.
Smallwood suing a game
for not telling him to do
something other than play
games is like someone suing McDonald’s because
they didn’t tell you that you
would get fat if you kept eating their food.
NCsoft asked U.S. District Judge Alan Kay to dismiss the case, as these cases
are submitted fairly often,
but Judge Kay refused to because of Smallwood’s claim
of “negligence and gross
negligence.”
Should game companies
be responsible for reminding us to eat meals at proper
times, or making us remember to call our mothers on
their birthdays?
The only thing that’s negligent here is Smallwood’s
responsibility to the life outside of the world that fits on
his screen.
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Envision this scenario:
I fail to see the difference
You are a certified nursing asbetween a patient deciding
sistant on duty in a nursing
that no people of colored
home and one day find a paskin may attend to them
tient lying on the floor, unable
because the law says they
to stand.
may, and a restaurant owner
Every fiber of your being
declining to serve food to
demands that you race to the
people of color because they
aid of the patient.
own the establishment and
However, you cannot.
may do as they like.
Why? Because the law
There are two big simistates that doing so could cost
larities between these two
ALEX SPICER
you your job, entirely because
different scenarios: in both
Staff Writer
of the color of your skin.
cases, a person is being deIt sounds like another case
graded and his or her civil
of the Jim Crow laws enforced
rights are being violated.
in the 1950s.
This isn’t about the fact that there is racism
This is happening right now, but hopefully taking place in this country, because let’s face
not for much longer.
it — there always will be racism to some deSince 1987, when Congress enacted the Nurs- gree.
ing Home Reform Act to halt the abuse of nursIt’s the fact that this is essentially lawful racing home patients, these types of incidents have ism that has been overlooked for far too long,
been taking place in every state in the nation.
and frankly I’m surprised it has taken this long
The law wasn’t intended as a way to segre- to halt it.
gate nursing home care, but that is what it has
Sure, patients should be allowed to get exbecome.
actly the kind of care they desire, but not at the
It states that the nursing home is the patient’s cost of another person’s dignity.
home and everyone else, including the caregivMany of the patients may have been alive
ers, are guests and must abide by the wishes of during the Jim Crow era, but those days are
the patients.
long behind us, and a line must be drawn.
So when a patient demands only white nursIt may have taken more than two decades
es, the caregivers are legally bound to honor that and a lawsuit to get the ballpoint pen rolling,
request.
but that line is finally taking shape.
This is all fine and dandy when there is an isA recent ruling in Indiana has declared that
sue with privacy, such as preferring male or fe- the policy regarding a patient’s request for a
male nurses, but that’s as segregated as it needs caregiver of a specific race violates the careto be.
giver’s civil rights.
There is no logical reason for a patient to deAll that’s left is for the rest of the nation to
mand care from a person of a specific race, other follow suit, which I expect it eventually will.
than to serve a person’s own bigotry.
Hopefully, it won’t take another 23 years.
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SJSU QUARTERBACK JORDAN LA SECLA TRIES TO AVOID GETTING SACKED BY
USC’S DEFENSIVE TACKLE JURRELL CASEY. LA SECLA PLAYED INTERMITTENTLY
THROUGHOUT THE GAME THROWING FOR 43 YARDS DURING THE SPARTAN’S
56-3 LOSS TO THE TROJANS ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON AT LOS ANGELES MEMORIAL COLISEUM.

La Secla tapped as
starting quarterback
MELISSA SABILE
Sports Editor

After weeks of anticipation, football head
coach Mike MacIntyre announced Wednesday that senior Jordan La Secla would be
the starting quarterback for the SJSU football team’s first game against the national
champions, the University of Alabama.
“Starting the season out we’re giving the
ball to Jordan La Secla, and Matt Faulkner
is still right there close,” MacIntyre said. “I
kind of call it 1A and 1B, but Jordan La Secla will, like I told him, I’m handing him the
ball first and here we go.”
La Secla, who was the starting quarterback for most of the 2009 season, said he
was excited by the decision.
“It’s been a tough camp for me,” he said.
“A lot of competition, but you got to be
ready for that every year.”
La Secla said the team can now take the
next step in training to get ready for Saturday’s game.
“The team’s been waiting for somebody
to be announced,” he said. “And now that
coach has made the decision we can take
the next step forward as an offense to get
everything rolling.”
After the team’s last scrimmage on Aug.
21, Faulkner said he would do his best regardless of Coach MacIntyre’s decision.
“I’ll support Jordan totally and be a solid
backup and prepare as much as I would if
I’m the starter,” Faulkner said. “Whatever
happens is supposed to happen and I’m at
peace with it.”
Coach MacIntyre said it was close between the two players, but he ultimately
chose La Secla.
“He has pretty good escape-ability and
a strong arm,” MacIntyre said. “We’ve
tracked them all over camp and believe it
or not, when they were seven-on-seven

they were exactly the same percentage. In
their team passing, they were exactly the
same percentage, same interceptions, same
completions. It was like a mirror image and
I just felt like that was the right thing to do
right now.”
La Secla played in each of the 12 games
last season and threw for 1,926 yards, completing 59.9 percent of his passes, finishing
off the season with 10 touchdowns and 11
interceptions.
According to the SJSU Spartans website,
in 2009, Faulkner passed for 3,301 yards
and 30 touchdowns in 13 games, completing 63.4 percents of his passes for Mt. San
Antonio College.
Coach MacIntyre said he feels both quarterbacks are capable of leading the team.
“The only thing that might have given
Jordan a little bit of an edge is that he is a
senior,” MacIntyre said. “I think it’s always
advantageous to a guy that’s worked his
butt off ... to kind of give him the benefit of
the doubt.”
La Secla said he’s excited to play the
Crimson Tide.
“Everyone dreams to play a No. 1 team,”
La Secla said. “They’re projected to probably win the national championship again.”
He said he knows his team still has a lot
of work to do and they will keep Alabama
in their sights.
“We got to focus on us before we can focus on Alabama,” La Secla said. “That’s all
we’re worried about right now. If we can be
effective against our defense then we can
look at that in a positive way and take that
into Alabama.”
He said the team is more focused on its
own performance than on what the opponent can do.
“We played at USC last year so we know
what it’s like to play a big team,” he said.
“We’re mentally ready.”
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